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August 4, 2011
The Honorable Patrick Quinn 

Governor of Illinois 

207 State House 
Springfield, IL 62706 


RE: House Bill 3038 

Dear Governor Quinn: 

The Illinois Competitive Energy Association (ICEA)
 is writing to respectfully request that you sign House Bill 3038, which amends the Public Utilities Act (the Act) to provide greater opportunities for residential and small commercial customers to competitively shop for electricity.   Specifically, HB 3038 modifies a provision of the Act that prohibits customers from shopping for electricity for two years if they were previously served by an alternative retail electric supplier (ARES) but then returned to utility service.  This prohibition is even applicable if a system or human error was the cause of the customer involuntarily returning to the utility for electric supply.  
HB 3038 amends the severe “minimum stay” requirement from two years to one year, which is more consistent with the energy procurement and pricing terms offered by the utilities.  ComEd and Ameren’s electric supply rates change every year.  Under the current law, a customer could be held captive to higher utility rates for two years even if lower competitive prices exist with an ARES.  By limiting the minimum stay to one year, HB 3038 still protects utilities from migration risk, but allows customers to better manage their electricity bills by taking advantage of competitive supply from an ARES an entire year sooner than currently allowed.

Additionally, HB 3038 eliminates the harsh penalty for human or system error by only applying the minimum stay to customers who affirmatively elect to return to utility service.  Thank you for considering ICEA’s request that you sign HB 3038, which creates a more efficient and fair environment in which customers can enjoy the benefits of competition.

Sincerely,

Kevin Wright, President
� ICEA is an Illinois-based trade association of some of the largest and most active alternative retail electric suppliers whose members include, Ameren Energy Marketing, Champion Energy Services, Constellation NewEnergy, Direct Energy Services, Exelon Energy Company, FirstEnergy Solutions, Integrys Energy Services, MC Squared Energy Services, Midwest Generation-Edison Mission Solutions, Nordic Energy Services, and Reliant Energy Northeast.











