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						June 21, 2010


The Honorable Pat Quinn
Governor of Illinois
2 1/2 Statehouse
Springfield, Illinois 62706

		Re:   Requested Approval of House Bill 6202 (Burns, et. al /Harmon, et. al) -- Solar 		         Ramp-Up Legislation

Dear Governor Quinn:

	The Illinois Competitive Energy Association (ICEA) respectfully requests your approval of House Bill 6202, a measure that amends the Illinois Power Agency Act that, of the renewable energy resources procured using moneys in the Illinois Power Agency Renewable Energy Resources Fund and those renewable energy resources procured to meet the renewable portfolio standard, at least the following specified percentages shall come from photovoltaic's on the following schedule: 0.5% by June 1, 2012; 1.5% by June 1, 2013; 3% by June 1, 2014; and 6% by June 1, 2015 and thereafter.  House Bill 6208 also amends the Public Utilities Act.  Essentially, the bill does not impose the alternative compliance payment (ACP), which alternative retail electric suppliers (ARES) must pay, until 2014, which in effect is a two-year delay of the ACP requirement, but requires the alternative compliance payment one-year ahead of the current 2015 ACP solar requirement. 
	This provision is a compromise with Senator Harmon, Representative Burns, and the Environmental Law and Policy Center (ELPC) to minimize the solar ramp-up costs on ARES and ARES served business customers, while at the same time, allowing a phase-in of the solar procurement requirement over three years ahead of the scheduled statutory date of July 1, 2015.  While this compromise provision will cost ARES served customers approximately $27 million in 2014, the bill is a much improved version than initially introduced and it passed the Senate Energy Committee on the condition that a compromise was forged with the ARES and community and business trade associations.
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	The ICEA is a coalition of the most active alternative retail electric suppliers (ARES) operating in Illinois supplying electricity, supplying electricity and providing energy management services to our State's commercial and industrial consumers. Our mission is to preserve and enhance electric and gas retail customer choice and competition. Association members include Ameren Energy Marketing, Champion Energy Services, Constellation NewEnergy, Direct Energy Services, Exelon Energy Company, Integrys Energy Services, MC Squared Energy Services, and Nordic Energy Services. Our customers include manufacturers, retail merchants, small business, the State of Illinois and other governmental units, hospitals, hotels and restaurants ranging from Main Street to the Fortune 500. 
	We urge that you sign House Bill 6202 for it is a compromise between the interests of the environmental community in jump-starting solar procurement as part of the renewable portfolio standard mix and the ARES and business community in promoting solar at a while delaying two years of costs to our customers at a difficult economic time.  Please feel free to have your staff contact me should they have further questions or need additional information.
						Sincerely,
						
						Kevin Wright
						President
cc:	Deb Shipley
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